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Friends Meet
regularly
General 
meetings
Usually on the þrst 

Tuesday evening of 
the month at 7:00 at 
the Library.

Board
meetings
Second Saturday morn-

ing of the month at 
8:30 at the Library.

Upcoming 
Events at a 
glance
Å 	 Feb. 21, Sat., Rock 

Solid Teen Center 
Auction.

Å 	 Feb. 28, Sat., Co-
lumbia Kids/Sprout-
ing Seeds Auction.

Å	 Library Staff Appre-
ciation lunch hosted 
by the Friends.

Å 	 May, 14, Thurs.,  
Donor Reception by 
invitation only.

Å 	 May 15, Fri., òSoft 
Opening” of new 
library.

• 	 May 30, Sat., 2 
to 6 p.m., public 
invited to the 
Grand Opening!

“Ben” welcomes June Harris and George Bennett at the Ben Franklin Dinner 
held January 17 at the new Battle Ground Community Events Center. The dinner 
and silent auction was the ýrst major event held at the center since its opening 
and served well the large crowd of 200 library supporters. 

Charley Jackam, drama teacher at Hockinson HIgh School, has been portray-
ing Ben Franklin at fund-raisers for the Battle Ground Library for several events.	

Ben Franklin Dinner successful
The fourth annual Benjamin Franklin Dinner and Auction, held on January 17th at the 

new Battle Ground Community Center, was a great success.  The dinner was planned as 
a celebration of the successful completion of the fund-raising campaign for a bigger and 
better library in Battle Ground.  Dinner was catered by Irbyõs Fine Wine and Bistro and 
featured prime rib, baked cod, and vegetarian lasagna.  Entertainment was provided by 
the award-winning Battle Ground High School Jazz Choir under the direction of Darcy 
Schmitt. BGHS Associated Student Body ofþcers served as the dinnerõs wait staff.

The Battle Ground Community continued its generous support of the library project. 
About $15,000 was netted in silent auction purchases and a òpaddle raise.ó The money 
will be used to put back items that had to be cut from the library budget as costs rose.  

The Friends of Battle Ground Community Library are very grateful for all of the 
people who donated items for the auction, attended the dinner and made donations to the 
new library. Community support such as this ensured success for our new library. 
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Ask Ben . . . 

Q. [At the new library] 
“Will there be an active 
young teen group simi-
lar to the one at the Three 
Creeks Library?”       

(Jan Senchyna)

Do you have a question about 
the services of the new library? 
E-mail your question to blt@
paciþer.com and your question 
might be answered in the next 
newsletter. 

A. Yes. In fact, teens will enjoy 
amenities not possible in the 
old building. The library staff 
is dedicated to serving all 
ages of patrons. See related 
story on the next page.

Commemorative Bricks add pizazz to patio
The commemorative brick display will have a unique pattern according 

to chairman, Don Higgins, because there are donor families and compa-
nies who requested speciþc conþgurations. A large piece in each of two 
brick layouts will feature the popular Friends of the Battle Ground Com-
munity Library logo.

As advertised, January 31 was the þnal day to order bricks in the initial 
phase of this fund-raiser. About 80% of the space available has been pur-
chased. Additional bricks might be available when orders reach 100, the 
magic number to receive a price break from the manufacturer.

Bricks were ordered in two sizes: $50 bricks are 4ó x 8ó and $100 
bricks are 12ó x 12ó.  The bricks will be placed in the patio area on the 
west side of the library building near the tall ÿag pole, donated by the Ro-
tary Club.

Kevin Storey of B and B Masonry (and donor of the huge þreplace in 
the adult area of the library) will donate his expertise for placement of the 
bricks. The òbrickyardó is planned for completion in time for the grand 
opening May 31.

Self-checkout on the horizon
Things are getting exciting here at the library as we prepare for our big 

move in May! Several new features will be available in the new library 
that will enhance our public service, such as self-checkout. This will be 
done on four new computers, two in the childrenõs room and two near the 
circulation desk. Checking out your own materials should greatly de-
crease the amount of time spent waiting in line.

To prepare for self-check we have just þnished putting magnetic tags 
in every single book, magazine, cd, and dvd in the library. The self-check 
machine can read up to þve items at a time, stacked on a pad next to the 
computer. Weõre very excited to introduce this new feature to you in the 
new library! By Jackie Spurlock, Librarian, Battle Ground Community Library

Expect help from óroversô and updated services
We have implemented a new staff procedure called òroving.ó Staff will 

be found away from the desk and searching for patrons who might need 
help. You will usually þnd a staff òroveró on the ÿoor on weekday after-
noons.

We have also just þnished inter-þling our reference collection into the 
nonþction collection, which is already increasing the use of reference ma-
terials.

Many new magazine titles have been ordered for the new library and 
are being stored in Vancouver until the move. Books are also being or-
dered with gift money dedicated for the collection.

These are just a few of the many changes and reorganizations that are 

being implementing in readiness 
for the move. We are conþdent that 
you will love the new features in 
the new library, combined with the 
same friendly dedicated customer 
service you are used to ñ all pack-
aged in a beautiful new building 
þlled with community pride!

By Jackie Spurlock, Librarian
Battle Ground Community Library




